








































































































FINANCE AGENDA 

DATE: NOVEMBER 20, 2023 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

PUBLIC WORKS: 

• Fuel Tanks 

• Clearwave dispute 

• Contract N. 12th Street Roundabout 

• Resolution N. Mine Street 

 

UTILITIES:  

• EMD maintenance on units 5, 6 & 7 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY: 

 

 

AMBULANCE: 

• Billable Runs 

• MABAS Agreement 

 

 

RECREATION: 

• Golf-Cushman 500 Cart quote 

• Park – Lawnmower quote 

 

 

 



BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR: 

• IML/RMA Min Max Ordinance 

 

 

CITY COLLECTOR: 

• Tax Levy 

• Health Insurance Renewal 

• 12th Street Roundabout Engineering Costs – infrastructure account? 

• Employee handbook-affirmative action plan 

 

 

ZONING: 

• Findings of facts & variance ordinances – Chris Dorries 

• Rakers Farm Subdivision Plat 

 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT: 

• Managers Contracts  

• Park Board Members 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 
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FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING *NOVEMBER 20, 2023 
 

 
Minutes of the finance committee meeting of the Breese City Council held on the above date.  
 
Mayor Kevin Timmermann called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 
 
Aldermen in attendance:  Robert Berndsen, Jason Davinroy, Bryan Eversgerd, Suann Fields, Bill Fischer, 
Carl Ratermann, Tim Schleper, Gary Usselmann. 
 
City Officials:  Public Works Mgr. Don Voss, Electric Operations Mgr. Jason Deering, Business Admin. 
Trevor Schubert, Street Supt. Tom Tebbe, Police Chief Mark Berndsen, Golf Course Supt. Paul Smith, City 
Treasurer Robert Venhaus, City Attorney Joanne Stevenson. 
 
Visitors:  None. 
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
 
PUBLIC WORKS: 
 

• Gateway FS wants to install a bigger gas/diesel tank at the power plant to reduce delivery 

frequency.  Don to move forward with this. 

• Clearwave dispute – Clearwave damaged a sewer line on the corner of 11th & Cherry Streets, 

and incurred a $9,000 bill with Gerstner Plumbing, that hasn’t been paid.  If not paid by Tuesday, 

Don would like to shut them down until payment is received.  The council agreed. 

• The contract for the N. 12th street roundabout with HMG in the amount of $201,326.00 is on the 

agenda for approval tomorrow. 

• Resolution authorizing the appropriation of funding to complete Mine Street is on the agenda 

for approval tomorrow night.  This ensures IDOT that we have the funds to complete the 

project.  The previous resolution was missing a form, so we must pass a new resolution.   

• Rakers Farm Subdivision Plat, on Rod & Gun Road, which is within a mile and a half of the city 

limits, is on the agenda for approval tomorrow night. 

• 12th street roundabout STU funds are spoken for this year.  We should be first in line in 2028. 

• A resident on N. 8th street contacted the mayor about some curbing work done in front of his 

house.  He stated there is a tripping hazard and would like it fixed.  Tom to investigate and 

resolve this issue. 

UTILITIES: 
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• EMD maintenance on units 5, 6 & 7 is needed.  Peaker to work on replacing bearings and other 

maintenance needs. 

• Approved to mention the Christmas light credit at the meeting tomorrow night. 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY: 
 

• The Christmas parade is on Saturday at 6:00 PM.  Anyone wanting to walk in the parade for the 

city should meet at city hall at 5:30 PM. 

 

AMBULANCE: 
 

• Billable runs – Motion by Schleper, second by Eversgerd to approve billable runs for October 

2023.  Motion carried by voice vote.  

• MABAS Agreement – the yearly mutual aid agreement needs to be renewed.  Joanne to prepare 

for approval at the 12/5 council meeting. 

 

RECREATION: 
 

• Park – received 2 quotes for a new lawnmower:  $22,079 from MTS and $22,419.01 from 

Riechmann.  Agreed to purchase from MTS.  Put on agenda for approval 12/5/23. 

• Golf – Cushman 500 Cart quote.  Received a quote $11,193.93 from Battery Specialist.  

Approved to order now for next year’s budget. 

• Dog park – committee met on 11/18 to set a game plan.  Next meeting is scheduled for 12/3/23 

at city hall.  Tim had HMG do some maps of the park areas where the dog park may be located. 

• Park Board members – there have been some questions about board members living in city 

limits and board members and employees being related.  Joanne advised if it is a “temporary” 

board for a specific project, then no, they don’t have to be residents.  But if it is a more 

permanent board (such as park board, zoning board etc.), then yes, they should be a resident.  

Council in agreement to verify if a park board member lives in city limits.  Joanne’s 

recommendation is that it has been the city’s policy to allow relatives to work together, so the 

policy should be the same for employees and board members. 

 

BUSINESS ADMINISTATOR: 
 

• IML/RMA Min Max Ordinance – IML submitted a bid for risk management insurance and the 

premium remains the same as last year.  Will approve ordinance tomorrow night. 

• Auditors – Council in agreement to seek quotes for new auditors.  Trevor to start the process. 
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CITY COLLECTOR: 
 

• Tax Levy preliminary numbers show an increase of approximately $45,000-$53,000.  Will contact 

assessor regarding the EAV, which will give a better indication of rates.  The council would like to 

keep the rate at under $1.00. 

• Health Insurance renewal – meeting set with broker for 11/27 at 6:30 PM to review the renewal. 

• 12th Street roundabout – need to know where to pay for engineering costs.  Council in 

agreement to take from the infrastructure account. 

• Employee handbook – set meeting for January. 

 

ZONING: 
 

• Variance for Chris Dorries on agenda for approval Tuesday night. 

• Rakers Farm Subdivision Plat on agenda for approval Tuesday night. 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT: 
 

• Managers contracts meeting will follow the insurance committee meeting on 11/27. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 
 
No report. 
 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Waste Management contract is due for renewal January 1, 2024. Waste Management stated 1/3 of the 
town has recycle service, but it is taking Waste Management as long to pick up recycle as a regular trash 
day.  They gave 3 possible options:  1) Roll offs located in a general location for people to bring their 
recycle; 2) charge everyone for recycle; 3) no recycle collection.  The council was not in favor of these 
options and instructed Alderwoman Fields to push them for another 1-year contract until a decision can 
be made.  
 
Motion by Schleper, second by Ratermann to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried by unanimous voice 
vote.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:20 PM. 
 
Non-verbatim minutes taken by: _______________________________ 
       Sandy Hemann, City Clerk 
 
 

Monica Mensing
Sandy signature



FINANCE AGENDA 

DATE: DECEMBER 18, 2023 

 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
 
 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
 

PUBLIC WORKS: 
 

• Materials bid letting for 2024. 
 
 

UTILITIES: 
 

• Utility Rate cpi 

• Sewer Rates 

• Lab Equipment for Sewer Plant 

• Pole Lease Agreement – Clearwave 

• 69kv pole/switch bids  

• Water samples 

• Dale Detmer’s wages 
 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY: 
 

• Body Cam grant 
 
 

AMBULANCE: 
 

• Billable Runs 
 
 

RECREATION: 
 

• Dog Park Donations 
 
 
 
 



BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR: 
 

• Auditors 

• Software – Fixed Assets/MiPay/MiTime Modules 
 
 

CITY COLLECTOR: 
 

• Tax Levy 

• NeoGov – Human resources software 
 
 

ZONING: 
 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT: 
 

• Health Insurance 
 
 

OLD BUSINESS: 
 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
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FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING *DECEMBER 18, 2023 
 

Minutes of the finance committee meeting of the Breese City Council held on the above date. 
 
Mayor Kevin Timmermann called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 
 
Aldermen in attendance:  Robert Berndsen, Jason Davinroy, Bryan Eversgerd, Suann Fields, Bill Fischer, 
Carl Ratermann, Tim Schleper, Gary Usselmann. 
 
City Officials:  Public Works Mgr. Don Voss, Electric Operations Mgr. Jason Deering, Business Admin. 
Trevor Schubert, Street Supt. Tom Tebbe, Police Officer Ryan Isaak, Golf Course Supt. Paul Smith, EMS 
Operations Mgr. Allen Pollmann, City Treasurer Robert Venhaus, City Attorney Joanne Stevenson. 
 
Visitors:  None. 
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
 
 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
 

PUBLIC WORKS: 
 

• Material bid letting for 2024 was held on 12/15/23 with Beelman awarded the rock and 

concrete bids at the following prices:  Concrete $133/yd, CA-6 $12.28/ton, CA-7 $18.18/ton.   

Will have bid tab sheet Tuesday and is on the agenda for approval at the council meeting. 

 

UTILITIES: 
 

• Utility Rate cpi – utility rates are due to increase by cpi on January 1.  Don and Jason recommend 

that we don’t raise the electric rates by cpi because the electric fund is flourishing.  Council in 

agreement to not raise electric rates in January. 

• Sewer Rates – would like to raise the minimum charge $7.00 and raise rates by cpi in January.  

Rates need to increase due to the sewer plant upgrade.  Council in agreement. 

• Lab equipment for sewer plant – HMG is currently doing testing which is costly.  When we have 

the new sewer plant in place, the city will take over this testing.  Don would like to purchase the 

testing equipment now to save costs.  The equipment purchased will then be installed in the 

new plant.  Council in agreement to purchase the equipment.  Approximate cost $15-$16,000. 

• 69kv pole/switch bids are due 12/20/23, with a spring install.  This is the switch on Highline 

Road which isn’t operating correctly. 
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• Clearwave pole lease agreement – Clearwave would like to use the city’s utility poles to run their 

service to businesses in town.  Would need a pole lease agreement.  The council agreed to offer 

Clearwave an agreement for $30 per pole, plus cpi increase each year.  Don also mentioned that 

we need to revisit the Charter Pole Lease agreement, which maxed out in 2017. 

• Water samples – Pace Labs is our current water sample testing facility, and testing has been 

unreliable.  We have to depend on UPS to get them to Pace in a timely manner, and recently 

Pace had an issue in the lab resulting in a ding by the EPA.  We cannot afford these black marks 

on our record.  Tim Fitzgerald is available to run the samples to Collinsville and Don would like 

permission to hire him.  The council in agreement. 

• Dale Detmer’s wages – would like to hire Dale for consultation on yearly utility reporting.  He 

will work with Jason and Don to train them.  Don was instructed to offer $70-$75 per hour for 

his service. 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY: 
 

• Body cam grant – Trevor stated the police are mandated to purchase 8 body cameras by 2025.  

There is a grant available to be reimbursed up to $2000 per camera.  It is a one for one match, 

so the city will have to match the funds received.  We can purchase the cameras after January 

1st and turn in the grant paperwork by March.  It is a SRT grant. 

 

AMBULANCE: 
 

• Billable runs – Council approved billable runs for November 2023. 

• Old Ambulance auction on Purple Wave ends tomorrow and the bid is currently at $5000.00. 

 

RECREATION: 
 

• Dog park donations – will set up a line item to receive donations. 

 

BUSINESS ADMINISTATOR: 
 

• Trevor has formed a list of auditors to seek bids from.  He hopes to collect all bids by February, 

so we will be ready for the next audit in May. 

• Software – Civic Systems, our software company, has fixed assets and MiPay/MiTime modules 

that would make payroll and timekeeping more streamlined.  Also, a fixed asset module that will 

make keeping the fixed assets more manageable.  Council in agreement to purchase. 

• Timmermann Group – asked to extend their business district grant.  We will extend it through 

April 30th, and if they are not able to get the job complete, will reassess it at that time. 
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CITY COLLECTOR: 
 

• After checking with the assessor, we will be able to levy the maximum amount, due to the 

increased EAV, without the rate going over $1.00.  This will increase property tax revenue by 

about $53,000.00. 

• Neo-Gov is a human resources software company that helps manage training for all employees.  

Kind of expensive, and the council agreed to not purchase it at this time. 

 

ZONING: 
 
No report. 
 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT: 
 

• Health Insurance – The Mayor stated we will have to continue with UHC for January only, since 

we didn’t meet the deadline for the new self-insured plan.  We will be going with the self-

insured plan starting February.  Many kinks still need to be worked out, and the health insurance 

committee will be working on this. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 
 
No report. 
 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 
No report. 
 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM. 
 
Non-verbatim minutes taken by: _______________________________ 
       Sandy Hemann, City Clerk 
 
 
 

Monica Mensing
Sandy signature
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