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Tourism to ILLINOISouth Contributing to Robust Economic Growth in Illinois

The lllinois Office of Tourism announced both international and domestic travel expenditures reached
$39.5 billion in 2017 which is a $1.1 billion boost to the state’s economy since 2016. Visitors to the
state hit an all time high in 2017 with an additional 1.6 million travelers from 2016 contributing to an
increase of visitor spending, tax revenue and local jobs.

ILLINOISouth Tourism played a role in the state’s added economic domestic growth, with $1.39 billion
in travel expenditures (a 5.1% increase) and $34.4 million in local tax revenue (2 4.9% increase). More
than 6,000 jobs were created across the state as a result of visitor spending, with 336 of them in
ILLINOISouth.

“INlinois is the perfect destination for anyone looking for a new experience — whether it’s an outdoor
adventure, a scenic road trip, incredible nightlife, or a family-friendly activity — there truly is something
for everybody,” said Cory Jobe, director of Illinois Tourism. “The added boost in state and local tax
revenue is a testament to the continued impact that tourism continues to have on Illinois.”

“With visitor growth continuing its upward trend, ILLINOISouth Tourism locals will have a lot to look
forward to as work continues developing the region,” says Dan Krankeola, President/CEO, ILLINOISouth
Tourism.
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Economic Impact of Domestic Travel by County:

2017 2017

Local Tax

Expenditures Receipts

County (S Millions) (S Millions)
BOND 16.62 0.52
CLARK 14.48 0.40
CLAY 12.24 0.50
CLINTON 49.87 2.40
CRAWFORD 18.69 0.64
CUMBERLAND 6.82 0.34
EDWARDS 3.19 0.16
FAYETTE 30.05 1.27
HAMILTON 6.05 0.43
JASPER 9.65 0.45
LAWRENCE 9.45 0.41
MADISON 399.28 7.81
MARION 37.81 1.13
MONROE 17.80 0.72
MONTGOMERY 113.79 1.83
PERRY 26.76 1.07
RANDOLPH 36.89 1.39
RICHLAND 16.20 0.65
ST CLAIR 499.80 9.76
WABASH 11.12 0.52
WASHINGTON 17.59 0.77
WAYNE 11.29 0.47
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WHITE 24.44 0.73

“The Solar Eclispe of 2017 had a definite impact on our region as well as the many annual events that
take place throughout our 23 counties. The increased Digital Marketing of these events allows for
broader reach when promoting tourism throughout our territory and beyond,” said Dan Krankeola.

Fast Facts about lllinois Tourism in 2017:
* Every S1invested in lllinois tourism generates $9 in economic impact for the state
* lllinois welcomed 111 million domestic visitors
e Oflllinois’ 111 million domestic visitors, 17% were for business and 83% for leisure
® In the past 10 years, domestic travel to Illinois has increased by 23 million visitors
¢ The visitor expenditures generated by domestic visitors supported 308,490 jobs in 2017 which
is an increase of 6,040 jobs since 2016
e Domestic travelers spent $36.3 billion in Illinois during 2017, a 3.3 percent increase from 2016

Illinois Office of Tourism receives domestic visitor volume estimates from DK Shifflet and international
visitor numbers from Tourism Economics. Visitor expenditures, tax revenue and jobs numbers come
from U.S. Travel Association.

For more press materials and to download images, visit Media.Enjoylllinois.com

For travel inspiration and trip ideas, visit Enjoylllinois.com
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The Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity, Office of Tourism manages industry
efforts that result in sustainable and significant economic and quality-of-life benefits for lllinois
residents
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